
Issue #7: Live/Work Units 

Description of Issue 
Live/work units combine living quarters with workspace. More specifically, they consist 
of both a residential and commercial/office component where the living space is not a 
separate stand-alone dwelling unit, but rather integrated within the same building as 
the working space. Although this concept may seem new, it was very common in the 
early 20th century when store owners and business professionals, such as doctors and 
lawyers, lived in the same building as their store or practice.  
 
Currently the zoning code does not allow live/work units. We want to change that 
because live/work units provide affordable office space and can be a great option for 
creative professionals looking to start a business, encouraging entrepreneurism in 
Cedar Rapids.   

 
What approaches interest you? 

Possible Approach Interested Not Interested Need More Information 

Add live/work units to the zoning code 
as a type of housing that can be built in 
Cedar Rapids. 

Develop standards that regulate what 
commercial/office uses are allowed and 
what uses are prohibited (e.g.  activities 
that are noisy or polluting) in live/work 
units. 

Develop standards that outline the 
number of employees in the unit, and 
the rules for renting/selling portions of 
the unit. 

Allow live/work units in the same areas 
of the city that allow commercial and 
mixed use, such as NewBo.  

Allow live/work units adjacent to single-
family neighborhoods.  

Relationship to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, EnvisionCR 
 

Guiding Principles 
• Create a healthy and desirable place to live. 
• Strengthen the quality of Cedar Rapids’ neighborhoods. Create housing options for all.  
• Reinvest in the city’s business corridors and districts. Compete successfully for private development.  
 
 

Goals 
• StrengthenCR Goal 3. Adopt policies that create choices in housing types and prices throughout the city.  
• InvestCR Goal 3. Reinvest in the city’s business corridors and districts. 
• InvestCR Goal 4. Grow a sustainable, diverse economy by supporting existing businesses, fostering 

entrepreneurism, and targeting industry specific growth.  
 
 
 
 

Example of live/work units. Enterprise Lofts, Moline, IL.  


